
D E R E L I C T  V E S S E L
U P D A T E  

A l a s k a

A  p r e s e n t a t i o n  t o  P C C  
H o m e r  

S e p t e m b e r  2 0 1 8



"By 2025, the Alaska fleet will 
include roughly 3,100 vessels 
between 28' and 59' that are 
more than 45 years old...the 
Alaska fleet also includes 75 
passenger vessels, tugs, and 
barges over 50 years old..." 

W H A T ' S  T H E  
P R O B L E M ?  

T r e n d s  &  O p p o r t u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i t i m e  S u p p o r t
S e c t o r ,  M c D o w e l l  G r o u p  ( 2 0 1 4 )  

https://youtu.be/S-SFGTzlA1g

https://youtu.be/S-SFGTzlA1g


A  G U Y  W A L K S
I N T O  A  B A R . . .  

W e  l o v e  o u r  b o a t s ,  a n d
w e  d e p e n d  o n  o u r

c o a s t s  a n d  r i v e r s  f o r
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,

c o m m e r c e ,  a n d  q u a l i t y
o f  l i f e .  B u t  t h e r e  i s  n o
d e n y i n g  t h e  i m m e n s e
c o s t  o f  o w n i n g  a n d
m a i n t a i n i n g  a  b o a t .

T h o s e  c o s t s  o n l y
i n c r e a s e  o v e r  t i m e .   



J A K O L O F  B A Y  
2 0 1 2 - 1 3



A  G R O W I N G  
P R O B L E M  

A D N R  h a s  b e g u n  a

d a t a b a s e ,  b u t  i t  i s  f a r

f r o m  c o m p l e t e .  T h e r e  a r e

n e a r l y  2 0 0  d o c u m e n t e d

d e r e l i c t s  a c r o s s  A l a s k a .  W e

k n o w  m a n y  m o r e  e x i s t ,  a n d

t h e  n u m b e r  w i l l  c o n t i n u e

t o  i n c r e a s e .   
NOAA database of wrecks & obstructions 



T H E  P U B L I C  P A Y S  
T H E  P R I C E  

W i t h  o u t d a t e d  s t a t u t e s ,

o u r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  a n d

s t a t e  a g e n c i e s  a r e  u n a b l e

t o  e f f e c t i v e l y  p r e v e n t  a n d

m a n a g e  d e r e l i c t  v e s s e l s .

A l a s k a n  w a t e r s  a r e  a

d e f a u l t  d u m p i n g  g r o u n d .     



A D - H O C   
T A S K  F O R C E  

2 0 1 4 - 2 0 1 6

O v e r  a  t w o - y e a r

p e r i o d ,  t h e  D e r e l i c t

V e s s e l  T a s k  F o r c e

i d e n t i f i e d  m a j o r

b a r r i e r s  a n d  s o l u t i o n s

t o  i m p r o v e  d e r e l i c t

v e s s e l  p r e v e n t i o n  a n d

m a n a g e m e n t  i n  A l a s k a  



T A S K  F O R C E
P A R T I C I P A N T S

•  A D N R ,  M i n i n g ,  L a n d  &  W a t e r  

•  A D E C ,  S p i l l  P r e v e n t i o n  &

R e s p o n s e  

•  A D O T ,  P o r t s  &  H a r b o r s  

•  A D F & G ,  H a b i t a t  

•  U S C G ,  S e c t o r s  A n c h o r a g e  &

J u n e a u / D i v .  o f  W a t e r w a y s

M a n a g e m e n t  

•  N O A A ,  M a r i n e  D e b r i s

P r o g r a m / R e s t o r a t i o n   

•  E P A ,  R e s p o n s e  R e g i o n  1 0  

•  A A H P A  ( B e t h e l ,  H o m e r )  

•  O r u t s a r a r m i u t  N a t i v e  C o u n c i l  

•  S e n .  L i s a  M u r k o w s k i ' s  o f f i c e  

•  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  R e s p o n s e  

Please note that while
many people sat at the
table, nothing within this

presentation is intended to
speak on the behalf of any

individual agency,
municipality, or task force

participant.

Pro bono legal assistance
from the law firm of Birch
Horton Bittner & Cherot 



S E N A T E  B I L L  9 2  
P A S S E D  2 0 1 8 !

I n t r o d u c e d  A p r i l  2 0 1 7  

P a s s e d  o u t  o f  t h e

l e g i s l a t u r e  M a y  2 0 1 8  

G o v e r n o r ' s  b i l l  s i g n i n g

s l a t e d  f o r  O c t o b e r  2 0 1 8



R E G I S T R A T I O N  
&  T I T L I N G  

A g e n c i e s  a n d  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  h a v e  f o u n d  e s t a b l i s h i n g

o w n e r s h i p  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  m a j o r  h u r d l e s  t o  h o l d i n g

o w n e r s  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  d e r e l i c t  v e s s e l s .  R e q u i r i n g

a l l  v e s s e l s  o p e r a t i n g  i n  A K  t o  b e  r e g i s t e r e d  w i t h

D M V ,  a n d  b e g i n n i n g  a  t i t l i n g  s y s t e m  f o r  v e s s e l s

s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  i n  p l a c e  f o r  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s ,  a r e

c o m m o n s e n s e  s o l u t i o n s  t o  i m p r o v e  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y .   



I N C R E A S E  
C L A R I T Y  

A g e n c i e s  a n d  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  s t a t e w i d e  n e e d

i n c r e a s e d  c l a r i t y  f o r  d e f i n i n g  a  d e r e l i c t  v e s s e l ,

v e s s e l  o w n e r s h i p ,  a n d  f o r  t h e  i m p o u n d m e n t  p r o c e s s

i n c l u d i n g  c l a r i f i e d  h e a r i n g  a n d  n o t i c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

S B 9 2  u p d a t e s  C h a p t e r  3 0 . 3 0  t o  b r i n g  c l a r i t y  a n d

i m p r o v e  u t i l i t y  o f  t h e  s t a t u t e s .     



E N F O R C E M E N T  
A U T H O R I T Y  &  
I N C R E A S E D  
P E N A L T I E S  

C u r r e n t  s t a t u t e s  r e s t r i c t  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  d e r e l i c t

v e s s e l  l a w s .  O n e  m a j o r  w a y  t o  r e d u c e  v e s s e l

s i n k i n g s  a n d  p r e v e n t  o w n e r s  f r o m  w a l k i n g  a w a y  i s

t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  c h a p t e r  t o  h o l d

o w n e r s  a c c o u n t a b l e  a n d  p r e v e n t  d e r e l i c t  v e s s e l s

f r o m  s i n k i n g  o n  p u b l i c  w a t e r s .   



C L A R I F I E D  
L I A B I L I T Y  

H e a r i n g  c o n c e r n s  f r o m  a g e n c i e s  a n d  t h e  p u b l i c ,

T a s k  F o r c e  m e m b e r s  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h a t  i t  i s

i m p o r t a n t  t o  b e  c l e a r  t h a t  a  v e s s e l  o w n e r  i s  l i a b l e

f o r  a l l  c o s t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  i m p o u n d m e n t ,

s t o r a g e  a n d  r e m o v a l  o f  a  d e r e l i c t  v e s s e l .   



S T R E A M L I N E D  
C A P A C I T Y  

O u t s i d e  s t a t e s  h a v e  f o u n d  s i g n i f i c a n t  i m p r o v e m e n t  i n

d e r e l i c t  v e s s e l  p r e v e n t i o n  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  b y

s t r e a m l i n i n g  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  t h r o u g h  a  s t a t e w i d e

p r o g r a m / p o i n t  p e r s o n .  H a v i n g  a  p o i n t  p e r s o n  a t  A D N R

w i l l  c o n c e n t r a t e  w o r k  t h a t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  d o n e  b y

n u m e r o u s  s t a f f ,  w i l l  r e d u c e  o v e r a l l  c o s t s ,  a n d

i n c r e a s e  e f f i c a c y  o f  d e r e l i c t  v e s s e l  m a n a g e m e n t .   



C R A D L E -  
T O - G R A V E  

A d d r e s s i n g  v e s s e l  d i s p o s a l  w a s  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  s c o p e

o f  t h e  T a s k  F o r c e ,  b u t  m u s t  b e  a d d r e s s e d .  T h r o u g h

t h e  d e r e l i c t  v e s s e l  p r e v e n t i o n  p r o g r a m ,  t h e  s t a t e

w i l l  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  b e g i n  l o o k i n g  a t

o p t i o n s  f o r  v e s s e l  d i s p o s a l ,  s c r a p ,  a n d  s a l v a g e

s o l u t i o n s  t h a t  c a n  b e n e f i t  t h e  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  a n d  b e

a  r e a s o n a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  v e s s e l  a b a n d o n m e n t .   



T h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s . . . l a c k s  e v e n  t h e  a u t h o r i t y
t o  f i n e . . . f o r  l i t t e r i n g .  

… I n  p l a c e s  l i k e  B e t h e l ,  w h i c h  h a s  a  d u m p i n g  g r o u n d  c a l l e d  S t e a m b o a t
S l o u g h ,  t h e  p r o b l e m  o f  d e r e l i c t  a n d  a b a n d o n e d  b o a t s  l o n g  a g o  b r o k e

t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s .  
… w e  c o u l d  i n s t e a d  s i m p l y  m a n d a t e  t h e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o f  a l l  b o a t s  —

c o m m e r c i a l  a n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  a l i k e  —  t h r o u g h  t h e  D M V .  W e  c o u l d  a l s o
m a n d a t e  t h a t  b o a t s  o f  a  c e r t a i n  s i z e ,  l i k e  a l l  c a r s ,  c a r r y  i n s u r a n c e

s u f f i c i e n t  t o  c o v e r  t h e i r  s a l v a g e .  
A t  t h e  v e r y  l e a s t ,  w e  c o u l d  g r a n t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l

R e s o u r c e s  t h e  s i m p l e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  l e v y  f i n e s  o n  t h o s e  w h o  p o l l u t e
A l a s k a ’ s  w a t e r s .

J u n e a u  E m p i r e
E d i t o r i a l  

O c t .  1 5 ,  2 0 1 5  



"Too many people get in over their heads, and their dreams of ship 
renovation or making money from scrap become a nightmare for the 

citizens of this state and the marine environment. 
 

...'A hole in the water into which you pour money' is a famous 
definition of a boat. To the maximum extent possible, we must 

ensure taxpayers are not the ones doing the pouring."

C h i n o o k  O b s e r v e r ,  M a r c h  2 2 ,  2 0 1 7  



H C R  5 3  
1 9 9 0  

 

W H E R E A S  t h e

s t a t e  d o e s  n o t

c u r r e n t l y  h a v e

s t a t u t o r y

a u t h o r i t y  t o

i m p o s e  l i a b i l i t y

o n  t h e  o w n e r s  o f

a b a n d o n e d

v e s s e l s . . .   



We tend to see ourselves as a dumping
ground in Alaska, and look to you all for
help in trying to play catch up. This is
our first real change to derelict vessel
laws in over 30 years. 
 
 

M E A N W H I L E ,  
I N  Y O U R  

N E C K  O F  T H E  
W O O D S . . .



What challenges do you face
impounding vessels?
What disposal options do you use? 
What are your best prevention tools
and tips?
Do you require insurance from all of
your customers?
Other...

I N  Y O U R  
E X P E R I E N C E :



T H A N K  Y O U !

W o r k i n g  t o w a r d s  s o l u t i o n s  f o r
a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  o n  s t a t e  w a t e r s  

Rachel  Lord - info@alaskaharbors.org 


