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Of the 19 commercial fishing ports/harbors interviewed for a 
port infrastructure inventory… 

7 allow/host dockside seafood sales (fishermen’s markets) 

… and 14 are interested in starting/
expanding dockside markets 

Results from a needs assessment indicated that the fishing communities and 
aquaculturists were also very interested in developing fishermen’s markets.  



Limitations for interest in developing dockside 
markets 
●  Accessibility in the harbor 
●  Demand for seafood 
●  Consistency of catch, location, schedules 
●  Communication with public / marketing (newsletter, alerts) 
●  Cost of permitting 
●  Infrastructure improvements (piers, ramps, cold storage) 
●  Willingness to participate from fishermen  

○  Convenience for fishermen of working with wholesale vendors 



Considerations for dockside markets 

●  Seasonality of markets (both for catch and tourism traffic) 

●  Stations to cut/process whole fish 

●  Multiple user groups of space (sport and recreational activities) 



How can harbormasters/port managers support 
dockside markets? 

●  Assistance with siting and navigating permitting 
requirements 

●  Provide information 
○  Organizing a Fishermen’s Market 
○  Participating in a Fishermen’s Market 

●  Provide funding, if available (for signs or supplies e.g. 
tables, tents) 

●  Aid with promotional activities 
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Selling seafood ‘off the boat’ 

Floating Fish Market	
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Facebook:	https://www.facebook.com/bellinghamdockside

Instagram:	

Website:	www.bellinghamdockside.com


